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TORT NOTICE OF CLAIM No. 2  (11 pages) 
 

41-4-16. Notice of Claims. 

A. Every person who claims damages from the state or any local public body under the Tort 

Claims Act {41-4-1 to 41-4-27 NMSA 1978} shall cause to be presented to the Risk 

Management Division for claims against the state, the mayor of the municipality for claims 

against the municipality, the superintendent of the school district for claims against the 

school district, the county clerk of a county for claims against the county, or to the 

administrative head of any other local public body for claims such local public body, 

within ninety days after an occurrence giving rise to a claim for which immunity has been 

waived under Tort Claims Act, a written notice stating the time, place and circumstances 

of the loss or injury. 

 

 

DATE OF INCIDENT: 1/19/2020 and 2/16/2023  
 

TIME OF INCIDENT:    
 

STATE AGENCY INVOLVED:  Sandoval County Sheriff, Sandoval County Commission, and 

specifically Commissioners Bruch, and Block, Sandoval County District Attorney, NMDOT, NM 

State Legislature, and specifically Senator Brenda McKenna, Senator Pat Woods, Representative 

Matthew McQueen, Governor Michelle Grisham, NMLB, and County Manager Wayne Johnson  
 

CLAIMANT’S NAME & ADDRESS:   
 

Patience O’Dowd, 39 Llano del Norte, Placitas, NM; for the Wild Horse Observers Association 

Gary Miles, 37 Llano del Norte, Placitas, NM; for the Wild Horse Observers Association 
 

 

 
 

 

PHONE #: 505-610-7644 Patience O’Dowd 

          505-867-0004 Gary Miles 
 

 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT: Placitas/ La Madera/NM 
 

 

Please describe how the incident occurred and why you feel State Agency is at fault: 
Death of two Protected Legally Wild Horses pursuant to NMSA 77-18-5.  
 

 

These State and County Officials and Agencies of NM have created a dangerous and lawless atmosphere and 

environment for wild horses and wild horse activists in New Mexico.  This has culminated in the death of two 

NM State’s Wild Horses during the NM legislative session this year.  Accident reports are attached along with 

other documentation. Attachments 1 – 11.  

 

They have, condoned, allowed, and rewarded, those that break the law against our natural resources, our 

protected, native, legally wild, and biologically wild horse.  

 

They reward them over and over by trying to put those who break the laws that protect our wild horses in 

charge of our wild horses and more. 

 

They work to create humanitarian issues for our wild horses in order to get rid of them, though the over- 

whelming majority of people they represent want them. 

 



2 
 

They work for hidden agendas non-transparently for projects the public should know about on the BLM 

lands in Placitas but they can’t do them as easily with the wild horses in this official wildlife corridor which 

they also undermine and put in danger. 

 

They retaliate by disallowing lawful and proactive wild horse activists on teams regarding Placitas Wild 

Horses at Sandoval County by writing bylaws that exclude those that successfully take those that break the 

Wild Horse protection laws to court and win.  

 

They scream at us for legally recording a meeting or a call. 

 

They have both harassed wild horse activists and not protected wild horse activists and  

 

They refuse to work with wild horse activists proactively while defaming wild horse activists.  

 

They conspire to refuse to install standard road safety improvements that are installed across NM for cattle, 

elk, deer, etc. and refuse to do so for the Wild Horses and Deer in Placitas (though they are installed in other 

parts of Sandoval County on rt 550, I25, and La Madera.)  

 

They refuse to refer to these legally wild horses as “wild”, while they work to create a humanitarian issue to 

get rid of them as “Free Roaming Horses”, this showing their utter contempt for the rule of law. 

 

They let people off after they have been charged with animal cruelty (he pled guilty to) and multiple serious 

crimes against the wild horses, including perjury to a police officer for car insurance claims. 

 

They cover up for those who hit wild horses intentionally, or due to speeding, or reckless driving, or intent. 

 

They collaborate with the local and NM media against the wild horse advocates and the wild horses.  

 

They don’t investigate people who create a dangerous nuisance by placing locally grown apples next to the 

road, in the same location where the man that was let off was going 70 to 90 mph in a 35mph zone and right 

where he hit a young black stallion. 

 

They defame us at legislature as if we are lawlessly cutting federal BLM fences. 

 

Some of them (congresspersons) neigh openly at legislature, in session, but when a wild horse activist hangs 

his head and shakes his head when he believes he hears lies in committee, he is shamed and belittled and later 

literally manhandled by security, though the meeting is over and he is quietly standing in a hallway. He is 

kicked out of the building, and is almost killed by being shoved at a deep stairwell for not one thing.  This is 

due to defamation with intent. 

 

They disallow our speech at legislature various ways, one being they kick us off zoom meeting (an open 

meeting act violation). 

 

They do not answer our IPRA’s and we have to file IPRAS to multiple agencies to try and catch them 

withholding public information and then they lie in their responses. 

 

They disallow our representation at legislature, refusing to work with us and have stopped carrying our bills. 

 

They systemically conspire to pass wild horse wipe out bills and cruelty bills behind “Animal Protection 

groups”.   

 

They ignore our need for biodiversity in ungulates and the wild horse is the only ungulate in NM that is not a 

ruminant and is not spewing green-house gasses like ruminants.  

 

They ignore our need to move forward together in this time of climate change and this is more unequal 

protection we receive from Legislature and Senators Pat Woods, Brenda McKenna, and sadly Matthew 
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McQueen. 

 

They pass road safety laws for livestock and game animals while disallowing equal protection under the law 

at legislature with respect to ROAD SAFETY when NM is no. 1 on traffic deaths. 

 

See all underlined legal issues in Attachment no. 6. 

 

We bring proactive bills, alternatives, and compromises to the table and are instead ignored and lied to. 

 

All of this while they conspire together creating a dangerous atmosphere for both wild horses, wild horse 

activists, and Placitans, in Placitas and at legislature and work to create a humanitarian issue to get rid of our 

wild horses a public trust and a natural resource. 

 

See Attachments 1-11 below 
 

 

 
 

 

 

What are you making claim for: Please check one 
 

Bodily Injury          X    Property and 

Other, & Civil Rights and Constitutional 

Damages Section XX 21, Harassment and 

Defamation. 

Please see this document and attachments. 

Property damage include the loss, pain, and 

suffering of the two wild horses which were 

known to this community and hit due to the 

lawless atmosphere created by those named 

herein.   

 

 
 

 
 

Signature of Claimant or lawful representative 
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Risk Management Division 

P.O. Box 6850 

Santa Fe, NM 

87502 
Phone #: 827-0442 

Fax #: 827-2969 

Email pac.claims@gsd.nm.gov 

 

Sandoval County Clerk 

Anne Brady-Romero 

Sandoval County Clerk 

Phone: 505-867-7572 / Fax: 505-771-8610 

email: Clerk@sandovalcountynm.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pac.claims@gsd.nm.gov
tel:505-867-7572
mailto:Clerk@sandovalcountynm.gov
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2 

 
 

 

Attachment 3 

GOVERNMENTAL PROTECTED WILD HORSE SABOTAGE IN 
PLACITAS NM 
Posted on January 27, 2023 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1143 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1143
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1143
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Attachment 4 
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Attachment 5 

Opposition to Sandoval County NM Proposed Ordinance to 
Ban Feeding or Watering of Wild Horses in Placitas to 
“improve road safety”. “Cattle” Guards for Safety are 
prevalent across NM and US, but NONE in Placitas. 
Posted on March 17, 2023 by whoa 

While BULLS ROLL CARS and kill people. 
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1262 

 
 

Attachment 6 

Postponement Request of SB301 and SB271 (Scheduled in 
HAAWC Tues) for Negotiation of NM Wild Equine Board 
under NM State Parks Dept. 
Posted on March 6, 2023 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1240 

 

 

Attachment 7 

Meeting with Representative McQueen 2/14/2023 
Posted on March 6, 2023 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1227 

 

 

Attachment 8 

WHOA’s proactive and respectful road safety suggestions to 
NMDOT in 2019 and to Sandoval County Manager NM in 2021. 
(However, neither interested. . . clearly rather risk people, 
rather than protect wild horses.) 
Posted on February 20, 2023 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1205 

 

 

Attachment 9 

REQUEST FOR NEGOTIATION 
Posted on February 16, 2023 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1201 

 

 

 

Attachment 10 

Upheld by NM Courts – DNA Testing Requirement => Placitas 
Spanish Horses 
Posted on November 5, 2015 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=326 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1262
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1262
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1240
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1240
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1227
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1227
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1205
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1205
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1201
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1201
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=1201
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=326
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=326
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Attachment 11 

Press Release: Poll- Placitans Want Wild Horses to Remain 
Posted on August 30, 2014 by whoa 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=275 
 
 

https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=275
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?author=1
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/?p=275
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Poll-Press-Release1.jpg
https://whoanm.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Poll-Press-Release1.jpg

