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Given that there are two states Oklahoma and New Mexico considering Horse Slaughter for 

Human Consumption; 

We ask that you consider the substantial research/documentation which indicates that horse slaughterhouses result 

in deleterious consequences for communities in which they are located. 

As such, we respectfully request that you reconsider the following facts and research. 

ω Unstable market for American horse meat (likely to end on 7/31/13) 

ω Increased Violent Crime Rates in communities in which horse slaughterhouses are located 

ω Decreased Property Values in communities in which horse slaughterhouses are located 

ω Boycotts of Tourist and other Industries, given that 80% of Americans oppose horse slaughter 

ω Negative Impact on Economic Development 

ω Backfire on Slaughter Industry as a Whole 

ω Drug Contamination Issues (American horse meat is adulterated with many toxins, including the carcinogen, 

Phenylbutazone (Bute) 

ω Recall Liability Issues 

ω Worker Injuries/Death/Turnover 

ω Negative Impact on Environment 

ω The inherently inhumane process of horse slaughter 

¶          US Horse Slaughter Plants do not end horse exports for slaughter 

Please see the research/documentation below which clearly demonstrates why the any state would not want a horse 

slaughterhouse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 3 

 

CONTENTS 
   

1. IS THERE A NEED TO SLAUGHTER HORSES?  (NEW MEXICO, OKLAHOMA, OR THE US) .............................................................. 6 

A. LETTER CALLING FOR A TASK FORCE IN NEW MEXICO (SEE APPENDIX I) ................................................................ 6 

B. TRENT LOT ς ά[IVE HORSES BETTER FOR THE ECONOMYέ ...................................................................................... 6 

C. 900,000 HORSES DIE ANNUALLY AND ARE SAFELY DISPOSED OF BY MEANS OTHER THAN SLAUGHTER ........................ 6 

D. 9 MILLION HORSES IN US ONLY 1% IN SLAUGHTER PIPELINE .................................................................................. 6 

E. HORSES TO SLAUGHTER NATIONALLY APPROX. 100,000YR .................................................................................... 6 

F. NEW MEXICO ESTRAY NUMBERS AVERAGE 71/YR  BY IPRA OF NEW MEXICO LIVESTOCK BOARD ............................ 6 

G. NEW MEXICO HORSES ON FEDERAL (BLM AND FOREST SERVICE) AND NM STATE LANDS ....................................... 7 

H. 60-90,000 FREE ROAMING HORSES IN NM? NEW MEXICANS MISLEAD BY TASK FORCE - NMDA .......................... 7 

I. New Mexico UTILIZING THE MEDIA IN ORDER TO MISLEAD THE PUBLIC...................................................... 9 

J. OVER BREEDING BY HORSE INDUSTRY, MOST HORSES YOUNG AND HEALTHY............................................................ 9 

K. US SLAUGHTER PLANTS DO NOT END EXPORT OF US HORSES FOR SLAUGHTER ......................................................... 9 

2. UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF CHOOSING HORSE SLAUGHTER ......................................................................................... 10 

A. CRIME RATES INCREASE WHEN SLAUGHTER HOUSE ARRIVE. ................................................................................. 10 

B. CRIME RATES DECREASE WHEN SLAUGHTER HOUSE LEAVES. ............................................................................... 10 

C. CITY CRIME STATISTICS KAUFMAN TEXAS - RAW DATA BEFORE AND AFTER SLAUGHTER PLANT IN 2006 ................. 12 

D. TRANSPORT CRIMES ANIMALS ANGELS REPORT; .......................................................................................... 12 

E. WHEN CALIFORNIA BANNED HORSE SLAUGHTER IN 1998, THE HORSE THEFT RATE DROPPED 34 PERCENT. .............. 12 

F. PROPERTY VALUES DEGRADE ............................................................................................................................ 13 

G. ENVIRONMENT, ODOR CONTROL, SEWER, ENTRAILS ............................................................................................ 14 

H. LIABILITY OUT WEIGHTS PROFITS ..................................................................................................................... 16 

I. LIABILITY/SLAUGHTER HOUSE INJURIES ABOUND ............................................................................................... 17 

J. GAO JAN 2005 -WORKPLACE  SAFETY AND HEALTH SAFETY IN THE MEAT AND POULTRY INDUSTRY, WHILE IMPROVING, 

COULD BE FURTHER STRENGTHENED ......................................................................................................................... 17 

3. UNSTABLE MARKET ς RECALL - LIABILITIES - DRUG TAINTED MEAT ς TRACKING SYSTEM REQUIRED ................................... 19 

A. DRUG RESIDUES IN US HORSE MEAT EQUINE WELFARE ALLIANCE ............................................................... 19 

B. CANADA-STOPS-ACCEPTING-US-HORSES-SLAUGHTER PASSPORTS TO BE REQUIRED; ............................................... 20 

C. CONTAMINATED HORSE MEAT ......................................................................................................................... 21 

D. RUSSIAN MARKET............................................................................................................................................ 23 

E. Horse is non-food-Animal ............................................................................................................................ 24 

F. Tourism impact ς National Public opinion about New Mexico ................................................................... 24 

G. THE RECENT NATIONAL SURVEY BY LAKE RESEARCH SHOWS: ................................................................................ 24 



 
 4 

 

H. DISEASE INCOMING FROM ALL STATES .............................................................................................................. 24 

I. UK HORSE MEAT SCANDAL: ............................................................................................................................. 25 

J. LIVESTOCK INSPECTION COST ς MUST BE FACTORED INTO ANY FEASIBILITY STUDY. ................................................ 25 

K. OUTSTANDING LEGAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES INCLUDE .............................................................................. 25 

L. MEAT INSPECTION COST - NEPA REVIEW: ................................................................................................... 25 

M. FSIS ALSO DOES NOT HAVE A CURRENT WORKFORCE ....................................................................................... 25 

N. RELEVANT QUOTES .......................................................................................................................................... 26 

4. SLAUGHTER INDUSTRY ISSUES/STATUS (GAO REPORTS) ...................................................................................................... 26 

A. ANIMAL ENTERPRISE LAW ................................................................................................................................ 26 

B. GAO JAN 2005 -WORKPLACE  SAFETY AND HEALTH SAFETY IN THE MEAT AND POULTRY INDUSTRY, WHILE   IMPROVING, 

COULD BE FURTHER STRENGTHENED ς SHOWS NON-COMPLIANCE WITH HUMANE SLAUGHTER ACT. ............................. 26 

C. CAPTIVE BOLT IN NON-COMPLIANCE WITH HUMANE METHEODS OF SLAUGHTER ACT ........................................... 27 

D. USE OF THECAPTIVE BOLT CAUSES EXTREME PAIN. .............................................................................................. 27 

E. HORSES REGAIN CONSCIOUSNESS APPROXIMATELY 30 SECONDS AFTER THE CAPTIVE BOLT IS APPLIED. ..................... 27 

F. GAO HUMANE SLAUGHTER ACT 2004 AND 2010ς CATTLE CONSCIOUS SLAUGHTER ............................................ 28 

G. GAO JANUARY 2004 HUMANE METHODS OF SLAUGHTER ACT - USDA HAS ADDRESSED SOME PROBLEMS BUT STILL 

FACES ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGES .......................................................................................................................... 28 

H. GAO HUMANE METHODS OF SLAUGHTER ACT (CATTLE) WEAKNESSES IN USDA ENFORCEMENT  (2010) ..... 29 

I. IS COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTATION OF EQUINES TO SLAUGHTER HUMANE? ........................................................ 30 

J. TRANSPORT AND SALE BARN ABUSE (ANIMALS ANGELS) ANIMALS ANGELS 3 YRS DOCUMENTATION OF THE TRIP TO 

SLAUGHTER. ........................................................................................................................................................... 30 

K. ABUSE INCREASE ............................................................................................................................................. 30 

L. GAO REPORT ACTION NEEDED TO ADDRESS UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES FROM CESSATION OF DOMESTIC SLAUGHTER ς 

RECOMMENDS BAN ON HORSE SLAUGHTER ................................................................................................................ 30 

M. TRANSPORT OF HORSES TO SLAUGHTER COMPOUNDS EQUINE SUFFERING ......................................................... 31 

N. COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTATION OF EQUINES TO SLAUGHTER, 55213-55217 [2011-22762] ............................. 31 

O. COMMERCIAL TRANSPORTATION ISSUES ANIMALS ANGELS ; ............................................................................... 31 

P. PETITION TO CREATE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE SALE, TRANSPORT AND PROCESSING OF HORSES AND HORSE 

MEAT INTENDED FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION ........................................................................................................... 31 

Q. SLAUGHTER HOUSE ABUSES ς KAUFMAN TEXAS ................................................................................................. 31 

R. AFFIDAVIT FORMER USDA VETERINARIAN- LESTER FRIEDLANDER DVM - CAPTIVE BOLT IS NOT AND CANNOT BE, IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH HUMANE SLAUGHTER ACT ........................................................................................................... 32 

S. HORSE SLAUGHTER IS NOT HUMANE EUTHANASIA .............................................................................................. 32 

T. USE OF CAPTIVE-BOLT IN HORSE SLAUGHTER WHOLLY UNACCEPTABLE................................................................ 33 

U. THE FOREIGN-OWNED PLANTS IN THE U.S. ARE NOT A BETTER ALTERNATIVE THAN HORSE SLAUGHTER PLANTS OVER THE 

BORDER. ................................................................................................................................................................. 34 



 
 5 

 

5. EQUINE SLAUGHTER HOUSE  JOBS ..................................................................................................................................... 34 

A. THREE SLAUGHTER HOUSES EQUAL ONLY 170 JOBS ........................................................................................... 34 

B. EQUINE SLAUGHTER HOUSE IN NEW MEXICO JOBS ............................................................................................ 35 

6. ALTERNATIVES TO HORSE SLAUGHTER ................................................................................................................................ 36 

A. IMMUNE CONTRACEPTIVE PZP PORCINE ZONA PELUCIDA (FOR FREE ROAMING HORSES ς DARTABLE) ..................... 36 

B. PZP Q&A ...................................................................................................................................................... 36 

C. LIMIT DOMESTIC BREEDING ESPECIALLY - QUARTER HORSE AND THOROUGHBRED INDUSTRIES ................................ 36 

D. NEW MEXICO STATUTES ALLOW EUTHANASIA TECHNICIANS AT RESCUES TO BE TRAINED. ....................................... 36 

E. RETRAINING ς PROVIDING JOBS ........................................................................................................................ 38 

F. NO OTHER METHODS OF EQUINE SLAUGHTER COMPLY WITH THE HSA OF 1958 .................................................. 38 

G. STOP INCREASING QUOTAS OF PREDATORS. ........................................................................................................ 39 

H. EUTHANASIA, RENDERING, COMPOSTING, CREAMATION ..................................................................................... 39 

7. ROOT CAUSE OF THE άUNWANTED HORSE ISSUE ................................................................................................................. 39 

A. DUMPING OF HORSE BY KILLER BUYERS AFTER REJECTION AT THE MEXICO BORDER .............................................. 39 

B. OVER BREEDING .............................................................................................................................................. 39 

C. RHETORIC, SEE IPRA RESULTS IN NEW MEXICO APPENDIX 1 ............................................................................. 39 

D. LACK OF USE OF AVAILABLE BIRTH CONTROL WILD HORSES ς SEE ALTERNATIVES. .................................................. 39 

E. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ROUND UPS, REMOVING HORSES, REPLACING WITH CATTLE, REFUSING  TO UTILIZE BIRTH CONTROL FOR 

25 YEARS THOUGH IT IS IN  THE 1971 ACT WHILE WIPING OUT THEIR NATURAL PREDATORS FOR PROTECTION OF NON-NATIVE 

LIVESTOCK WHICH EVOLVED ONLY IN ASIA (CATTLE) .................................................................................................... 39 

F. GAO REPORT  - ANIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL PROGRAM EFFORTS TO PROTECT LIVESTOCK FROM ................. 39 

G. COSTS TO THE TAXPAYER ς PREDATOR CONTROL NEW MEXICO .................................................................... 40 

H. WILD LIFE EXTERMINATION - COST MORE THAN ENTIRE NATIONAL WILD HORSE AND BURRO BUDGET .................. 40 

8. APPENDIX ...................................................................................................................................................................... 40 

A. NEW a9·L/hΩS άIORSE PROBLEMέtROXIMITY TO SLAUGHTER ......................................................................... 40 

B. ba ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ Lƴƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ άŜǉǳƛƴŜ hǾŜǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴέ .............................................................................. 43 

 

 

  



 
 6 

 

1. IS THERE A NEED TO SLAUGHTER HORSES?  (NEW MEXICO, OKLAHOMA, 

OR THE US) 

 

A. LETTER CALLING FOR A TASK FORCE IN NEW MEXICO (SEE APPENDIX I) 

 

B. TRENT LOT ς άLIVE HORSES BETTER FOR THE ECONOMYέ 

2/14/12 statement of former Senate Majority Leader, Trent Lott,. . .òlive, active horses support an important 

infrastructure of jobs and economies in the United States. A live horse needs to be fed, groomed and trained, as 

well as receive vet care, among other things. This in turn creates and maintains a viable and enduring way of life 

in rural America. The sale of horses to killer-buyers in fact generates very little profit for the seller while 

simultaneously choking off the demand for the goods and services that other buyers would create.ò 

 

Read more: http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/210585-preventing-horse-slaughter-a-personal-

evolution 

C.  900,000 HORSES DIE ANNUALLY AND ARE SAFELY DISPOSED OF BY MEANS OTHER THAN 

SLAUGHTER 
Some 900,000 horses die annually and are safely disposed of by means other than slaughter, and the infrastructure can easily 
absorb an increase in numbers. More than one million cattle die each year with no resulting environmental hazards. 
Rendering, incineration, and burial are all options, depending on local laws. 
http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/horse_slaughter/facts/facts_horse_slaughter.html 

 

D.  9 MILLION HORSES IN US ONLY 1% IN SLAUGHTER PIPELINE 
 

ñOn average, less than 1% of the 9 million horses that exist in the U.S. are ñsurplus or unwantedò. This tiny 

fraction of the horse population can easily be managed and reabsorbed back into the equine community just as it has in 

the past. The ñsurplusò of horses created by the industry can simply be kept longer, sold or traded, retrained in new 

disciplines, donated to retirement and rescue facilities, humanely euthanized or they can provide a public service such 

as equine therapy.ò 
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.savingamericashorses.org/WFLF's_Facts_that_Refute_the_7_Mos
t_Common_Myths_about_Horse_Slaughter.pdf 
 

E.  HORSES TO SLAUGHTER NATIONALLY APPROX. 100,000YR  

ά9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ нΦр ŀƴŘ п million dogs and cats are euthanized at animal shelters each year (5).  
These could be considered the unwanted dogs and cats.  By contrast, ~100,000 horses (on average) were going 
to slaughter when that option was allowed; this is only about 3% of the numbŜǊ ƻŦ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘǎΦέ 
http://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/pubs/FTAAProceedings/unwantedhorseproceedings2008.pdf 

According to USDA data, those facilities, two in Texas and one in Illinois, slaughtered almost 105,000 horses in 

2006τthe last full year of operations. Pg 8 GAO Report HORSE WELFARE 

F.  NEW MEXICO ESTRAY NUMBERS AVERAGE 71/YR  BY IPRA OF NEW MEXICO LIVESTOCK BOARD 

http://www.sandovalsignpost.com/jul12/html/around_town.html 

NM ESTRAYS   (Abandoned/Lost Domestic Horses)* 

Year 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

No. 59 40 114 99 58 55 

http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/210585-preventing-horse-slaughter-a-personal-evolution
http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/politics/210585-preventing-horse-slaughter-a-personal-evolution
http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/horse_slaughter/facts/facts_horse_slaughter.html
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.savingamericashorses.org/WFLF's_Facts_that_Refute_the_7_Most_Common_Myths_about_Horse_Slaughter.pdf
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:http://www.savingamericashorses.org/WFLF's_Facts_that_Refute_the_7_Most_Common_Myths_about_Horse_Slaughter.pdf
http://www.nal.usda.gov/awic/pubs/FTAAProceedings/unwantedhorseproceedings2008.pdf
http://www.sandovalsignpost.com/jul12/html/around_town.html
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*  From the New Mexico Livestock Board Estray Data Base by WHOA IPRA 

G.  NEW MEXICO HORSES ON FEDERAL (BLM AND FOREST SERVICE) AND NM STATE LANDS  

http://www.sandovalsignpost.com/jul12/html/around_town.html 

 

(Cattle numbers in table below do not take into account cow/calf and so may be double. These numbers were 
very conservatively calculated see below.)  

Horses and Cattle on NM Public Lands  

NM Land Type Target No. 

Horses 

Acres No. Cattle Acres 

NM State* 

Lands 
0 0 171,011 8,700,000 

NM BLM** 

Lands 

Socorro 

 

70 

 

16,493 
185,023 12,800,000 

NM FS  Lands 

Jarita Mesa***  

Jicarilla****  

 

20-70 

50-105 

 

55,000 

76,000 

70,618 

 

9,100,000 

 Total Horses Less than 500 Total Cattle 426,652 

*Calculated from NM State Lands grazing revenue of $5.910,144 Million divided by $2.88/per month per cow using 12 
months. Revenue and grazing fee from Karin Stangl Assistant Commissioner of Communications New Mexico State Lands 
Office. Note; 84% is utilized for education. K.S. Most grazing is for cultural purposes. Ray Powell. 
** http://www.blm.gov/public_land_statistics/pls10/pls10_combined.pdf 5ƛǾƛŘŜŘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ !¦aΩǎ ōȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ мл ƳƻƴǘƘǎ 
grazing. 
***

 http://www.fs.fed.us/rangelands/ecology/wildhorseburro/territories/Jarita.shtml 
**** http://www.fs.fed.us/rangelands/ecology/wildhorseburro/territories/Jicarilla.shtml 

 

H.  60-90,000 FREE ROAMING HORSES IN NM? NEW MEXICANS MISLEAD BY TASK FORCE - NMDA    

Jeff Witte Secretary Department of Agriculture then heads up this Task Force with no public advertisements. Mr 

Witte also takes a press interview and repeats the unchecked and invalid information from the special interest 

group. This information is not an estimate. It is a quotation from a special interest group. This is misleading 

the public. 

WHOA - IPRA Case No. 1112-47 Nov 28, 2012 

No. 21 All Documents showing any counts, census, inventory, numbers of horses that are free roaming, 

unwanted, or in any way show the need for this Task Force.  

No such documents exist. 

 REQUEST TO START UP  THE TASK  FORCE- EXCERPT See Appendix for entire letter. 

Fwd: Equine Welfare: What IS Humane? 
Parra, Anthony 

Estrays 

Average 71      

http://www.sandovalsignpost.com/jul12/html/around_town.html
http://www.blm.gov/public_land_statistics/pls10/pls10_combined.pdf
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Sent: Thu 4/19/2012 5:14 PM 
To: Goetz, Katie 
 
Meant to copy you too! 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Parra, Anthony" <AParra@nmda.nmsu.edu> 
Date: April 19, 2012 5:01:01 PM MDT 
To: "Yvonne Alexander" <YAlexand@nmda.nmsu.edu>, "Rose Garley" <RGarley@nmda.nmsu.edu>, "Lesa 
Medina" <Lamedina@nmda.nmsu.edu>, "Amanda Romero" <ARomero@nmda.nmsu.edu> 
Cc: "Larry Dominguez" <LDomingu@nmda.nmsu.edu> 
Subject: Fwd: Equine Welfare: What IS Humane? 
 
I want you To be aware of this in case we get a call from the governors office.   

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Dominguez, Larry" <LDomingu@nmda.nmsu.edu> 

Date: April 19, 2012 2:42:54 PM MDT 

To: "Witte, Jeff M." <JWitte@nmda.nmsu.edu>, "Parra, Anthony" <AParra@nmda.nmsu.edu> 

Subject: Fw: Equine Welfare: What IS Humane? 

FYI, can provide more insight later. 

 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Caren Cowan [mailto:carenroad1053@gmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 02:22 PM 

To: Myles Culbertson <myles.culbertson@state.nm.us>; Michelle Frost <nmwgi@nmagriculture.org>; Matt Rush 

<matt.rush@nmfarmbureau.org>; Owen, Les; Turner, Jason; Dominguez, Larry; Jose Varela Lopez 

<JJVLCHIMEX@aol.com>; Ty Bays <tyson_bays@fmi.com>; Mike Hobbs <mdhobbs@bacavalley.com>; John 

Romero <POI94005@Isletapueblo.com>; Curt Kelling <kellingranch@plateautel.net>; Brian Moore 

<brian@ranchmkt.com>; Bob Alexander <bob1alexander@msn.com> 

Subject: Equine Welfare: What IS Humane? 

 

This went to Governor Martinez' office earlier today. 

 

We need to explore other ways to utilize it.  I have a call in to Matt Rush since NMFLB is on it as well. 

 

Stay tuned! 

ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ /ŀǘǘƭŜ DǊƻǿŜǊǎϥ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όba/D!ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ CŀǊƳ ϧ [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 

(NMFLB) respectfully request that Governor Susana Martinez convene a working group of livestock 

organizations, agencies and individuals to identify solutions to this extremely real and growing problem in 

bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ 

άbŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘing tribal lands, is home to literally tens of thousands of feral or unwanted horsesΦέ 

mailto:AParra@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:YAlexand@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:RGarley@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:Lamedina@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:ARomero@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:LDomingu@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:LDomingu@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:JWitte@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:AParra@nmda.nmsu.edu
mailto:carenroad1053@gmail.com
mailto:myles.culbertson@state.nm.us
mailto:nmwgi@nmagriculture.org
mailto:matt.rush@nmfarmbureau.org
mailto:JJVLCHIMEX@aol.com
mailto:tyson_bays@fmi.com
mailto:mdhobbs@bacavalley.com
mailto:POI94005@Isletapueblo.com
mailto:kellingranch@plateautel.net
mailto:brian@ranchmkt.com
mailto:bob1alexander@msn.com
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άaŜȄƛŎƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛƴǘŀŎǘ ǎǘǳŘǎ όƳŀƭŜǎύ ƻǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ƳŀǊŜǎΦ CŜǊŀƭ ƻǊ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎŀǎǘǊŀǘŜŘΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛŦ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΣ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǎǘ Ϸолл ǇŜǊ ƘŜŀŘΦέ 

I. NEW MEXICO UTILIZING THE MEDIA IN ORDER TO MISLEAD THE PUBLIC 

Horse overpopulation runs wild in N.M. NMDA forms task force to address 

overpopulation Updated: Wednesday, 22 Aug 2012, 5:48 PM MDT Published : Wednesday, 22 Aug 2012, 5:48 PM MDT 

¶ Deanna Sauceda  

ALBUQUERQUE (KRQE) - Tens of thousands of horses are roaming the state, and there's nowhere to put them. 

http://www.krqe.com/dpp/news/environment/horse-overpopulation-runs-wild-in-nm 

Jeff Witte of NMDA repeats the special interest groupsΩ, 

information to the public; 

"We've had estimates of tens of thousand of horses that have been released across the state either on Forest 

Service, BLM land or tribal land," state Secretary of Agriculture Jeff Witte said. "And as that number of horses 

gets out there, it has a tremendous impact on the natural resources."  

J. OVER BREEDING BY HORSE INDUSTRY, MOST HORSES YOUNG AND HEALTHY  

According to R.T. Fitch, founder of Wild Horse Freedom Federation, horse slaughter creates 
the problems it claims to solve. He states ñAs a convenient and lucrative means of disposal, 
horse slaughter has created an over-population problem of horses, by enabling irresponsible 
breeding, and encouraging a quick turn around and dumping of horses. Very much like the 
housing market and the banking industry, the horse breeding industry is self destructing by 
saturating the market and horse slaughter is the bail out.ò 
 
There are 150,000 Quarter Horse foals registered every year (at $100.00 per foal), and 
over 4,000,000 registered Quarter Horses worldwide: 
http://www.horse-genetics.com/American-Quarter-Horse.html 

  
 70% of horses slaughtered are Quarter Horses: The remainder are mostly Thoroughbreds.   
http://www.horsefund.org/resources/Horse%20Slaughter%20Fact%20Sheet%20iFH.pdf 

  
70% of thoroughbreds foaled go to slaughter: Data from US Government and the Jockey 
Club 
http://www.animallawcoalition.com/horse-slaughter/article/1953 

 

K. US SLAUGHTER PLANTS DO NOT END EXPORT OF US HORSES FOR SLAUGHTER 

http://www.fas.usda.gov/gats/Default.aspx 

¦{ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ end 

horse exports is to pass legislation to end export. 

YEAR 1967 1990 2004 2012 

Canada 1315 27,856 24,428 40,865 

Mexico 178 2,949 17,636 69,298 

 

http://www.krqe.com/dpp/about_us/staff_bios/deanna-sauceda
http://www.krqe.com/dpp/news/environment/horse-overpopulation-runs-wild-in-nm
http://www.horse-genetics.com/American-Quarter-Horse.html
http://www.horsefund.org/resources/Horse%20Slaughter%20Fact%20Sheet%20iFH.pdf
http://www.animallawcoalition.com/horse-slaughter/article/1953
http://www.fas.usda.gov/gats/Default.aspx
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2.  UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF CHOOSING HORSE SLAUGHTER 

A. CRIME RATES INCREASE WHEN SLAUGHTER HOUSE ARRIVE. 

 

Brooks, Alberta Canada experienced  70% increase in crime: 
http://www.horsefund.org/resources/When_Horse_Slaughter_Comes_To_Town_28March1
2.pdf 
  

Re: potential crime: 
ά¢ŜƳǇƭŜ D randin has argued that ordinary people can become sadistic from the dehumanizing 
work of constant slaughter.  This is a persistent problem, she reports, that management must 
ƎǳŀǊŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘΦέ  (p. 231) 
Jonathan Safran Foer, Eating Animals, New York: Little, Brown and Company (2009).  

  
 

B. CRIME RATES DECREASE WHEN SLAUGHTER HOUSE LEAVES. 

 

THE IMPACT OF HORSE SLAUGHTER PLANTS ON COMMUNITIES BY EQUINE WELFARE ALLIANCE 
http://equinewelfarealliance.org/uploads/TheImpactofSlaughterPlants.pptx 

 
 
Excerpt pg 12  

Crime
ÅThere is an irrefutable increase in crime in 

communities with all slaughterhouses. This 
appears to be even worse for horse slaughter.

ÅViolent crimes, including sexual assaults and 
crimes against the family are the most 
effected.

ÅThe definitive study of this phenomenon was 
done by Fitzgerald and Kalof.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.horsefund.org/resources/When_Horse_Slaughter_Comes_To_Town_28March12.pdf
http://www.horsefund.org/resources/When_Horse_Slaughter_Comes_To_Town_28March12.pdf
http://equinewelfarealliance.org/uploads/TheImpactofSlaughterPlants.pptx
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Excerpt pg 14 

Crime in Kaufman, TX
After Dallas Crown Closed

ÅMurders dropped 100% (.5/100,000 to 0)

ÅRapes dropped 100% (6.0/100,000 to 0)

ÅRobberies dropped 65.6%

ÅAssaults dropped 61.2%

ÅThefts dropped 71.2%

ÅAuto Thefts dropped 83.3%

ÅOnly Arsons remained unchanged.

 
 

Excerpt pg 15   
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Excerpt pg 10 

 
 

C. CITY CRIME STATISTICS KAUFMAN TEXAS - RAW DATA BEFORE AND AFTER SLAUGHTER PLANT 

IN 2006     

http://www.idcide.com/citydata/tx/kaufman.htm  

 

D. TRANSPORT CRIMES ANIMALS ANGELS REPORT; 

Hauling regulations including: driving logs, driving breaks for driver, driving over 27hrs without stopping, no 

food, shelter, or water abuses. Pathogen laws disregarded regarding composting and transmission of virus. 

Crimes of  abuse.  Commercial Transportation Issues include; 

http://www.animallawcoalition.com/horse-slaughter/article/1472  

See Exhibit 4 bottom web page, Animals Angels.  

 

E. WHEN CALIFORNIA BANNED HORSE SLAUGHTER IN 1998, THE HORSE THEFT RATE DROPPED 34 

PERCENT. 

http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/horse_slaughter/facts/facts_horse_slaughter.html 

SLAUGHTER HORSE TRANSPORT PROGRAM 

Our review of the slaughter horse transport program found that APHIS needs to improve its  
controls for ensuring that horses being shipped to foreign plants for slaughter are treated  
humanely.  At present, APHIS does not deny authorization to individuals with a record of  
inhumanely transporting slaughter horses to ship other loads of horses, even if unpaid fines are  
pending for previous violations.  Regulations simply do not address denying this authority, and  
ǎƻ !tIL{ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊΩs history.  Without regulations or 
legislation to establish more meaningful penalties, owners have little incentive to comply with  
regulations, pay their penalties, and cease inhumanely handling horses bound for slaughter. 
Finally, we found that there were control deficiencies in how APHIS tags horses that have been  

http://www.idcide.com/citydata/tx/kaufman.htm
http://www.animallawcoalition.com/horse-slaughter/article/1472
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inspected and approved for shipment to foreign slaughterhouses.  The agency requires shippers  
to mark such horses with backtags, which are intended to allow APHIS employees to trace  
                                                 
We compared the costs of using veterinarians and DQPs for inspections.  The details of this analysis are found on 
page 1 7.horses back to their owner and also to verify that the horses have passed inspection by an  
ŀŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŦƻǳƴŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŀƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ  
ǿŜŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƎǎ ǘƻ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ !tIL{Ω  
knowledge.  In addition, APHIS does not currently have an effective control or tracking system  
to trace all backtags used to transport horses to slaughter.  Without regulations controlling the  
distribution, use, and tracking of these tags, owners can transport horses that do not meet the  
requirements for shipment.  APHIS needs to seek the appropriate legislative and regulatory  
changes to ensure that only qualified individuals (such as APHIS personnel or USDA-accredited  
veterinarians) apply backtags to horses being shipped to slaughter.  It also needs to obtain the  
resources necessary to adequately oversee the Slaughter Horse Transport Program. 
We concluded that APHIS needs to take the following steps to strengthen controls over the  
Horse Protection Program and the Slaughter Horse Transport Program. . . 
 
http://www.usda.gov/oig/webdocs/33601-02-KC.pdf   

F. PROPERTY VALUES DEGRADE 

Decline of Property Values and a Decrease in the Quality of Community Health  
  
Communities which were home to horse slaughterhouses, such as those in Texas and Illinois 
experienced declining property values, as well as critically negative impacts with regard to 
quality health factors. Paula Bacon, the former Mayor of Kaufman, Texas, which housed one of 
the three U.S. horse slaughter plants before the state passed legislation to close it based upon 
serious community safety and health hazards, has actively encouraged Congress to pass 
federal legislation to outlaw horse slaughter and horses for transport to 

slaughter. Texas and Illinois state government officials incurred substantial enforcement costs 
in an effort to try to regulate environmental problems with horse slaughter plants, which 
included stench that emanated several miles from the facilities, fluid runoff and blood in 
community water supplies. Paula Bacon stated, ñThe standard of living dropped during the time 
horse slaughter facilities operated.ò ñThe industry caused significant and long term hardship to 
my communityéò ñI will gladly provide you with detailed reports from my former City Manager, 
Police Chief, and Public Works Director regarding odor and wastewater 
effluence violations at the Dallas Crown horse slaughter plant in the City of Kaufman.ò In the 
letter she wrote to her congressional constituents, she affirmed, ñWe who love these 
magnificent animals do not only protest their slaughter on ñemotional groundsò as the pro-
slaughter group would have you believe. I am posting a letter that I wrote to the Legislators 
considering this move. I know that a horse slaughtering plant is the ñdeath knellò as far as 
property values in the area surrounding them go.ò  
 

ñPaula Denmon, a realtor who specializes in equine properties from Waxahachie, Texas, wrote 
a letter to Congress, titled ñTo All Legislators Considering the Renewal of Horse Slaughter in 
the United States,ò which detailed her professional observations concerning property values in 
relation to horse slaughter plants. She claimed that despite highly desirable and affordable 
properties, which had multiple desirable amenities typically sought after by horse people 
compared to other areas, buyers adamantly refused those within Kaufman counties because of 
the horse slaughter plant. She asserted ñThis was my introduction to the horrible reputation of 
the Dallas Crown Horse Slaughter Plant. My clients did not want to buy property in the 

http://www.usda.gov/oig/webdocs/33601-02-KC.pdf
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county. They were worried that they would come home from work to find their horses gone, 
stolen, and already slaughtered at the nearby plant. And some just loved horses, and did not 
want anything to do with an area close to where people killed them to be food. ñAmericans 
donôt eat horsemeat, why are they hereò they would ask?ò 

  
Following the closing of the Dallas Crown horse slaughter plant, Paula Denmon witnessed the 
City of Kaufman, as well as small communities in outer lying areas flourish, as a result. Not 
only were families moving back into these areas, but there was also a corresponding increase 
in new businesses becoming established, thus improving the overall economy. She contended, 
ñé the property values of the acreage properties [have] gone up dramaticallyé ñI would 
caution that the reintroduction of horse slaughter plants would have significant detrimental 
effects on the communities that exist close to it. They will put real estate values in the ñtoiletò. 
The jobs are low-paying and seem to attract people who do not fit into the life of the 

community.ò  
  
http://americansagainsthorseslaughter.com/uploads/AAHS-Horse-Slaughter-Truth-
Deception.pdf 
  

G. ENVIRONMENT, ODOR CONTROL, SEWER, ENTRAILS  

THE IMPACT OF HORSE SLAUGHTER PLANTS ON COMMUNITIES BY EQUINE WELFARE ALLIANCE 
http://equinewelfarealliance.org/uploads/TheImpactofSlaughterPlants.pptx 

 

Odor Control 
Excerpt pg 9 

Odors, Sounds and Property Values

ÅThe odors from the carnage, and from the chlorine misters 
meant to cover it up, were overpowering and blew over much 
of the town.

ÅThe hospital, blocks away, was forced to install special air 
filters to protect its patients.

ÅwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ άǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎέΦ

ÅA pump installed by Dallas Crown to force their waste down 
the sewer actually caused blood to rise up into the bathtubs 
of the neighborhood. 

ÅProperty values in the neighborhood behind the plant 
dropped to near zero. Since the plant closed they have 
increased dramatically.

 

 
 
 
 

http://americansagainsthorseslaughter.com/uploads/AAHS-Horse-Slaughter-Truth-Deception.pdf
http://americansagainsthorseslaughter.com/uploads/AAHS-Horse-Slaughter-Truth-Deception.pdf
http://equinewelfarealliance.org/uploads/TheImpactofSlaughterPlants.pptx
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Blood Disposal (Sewer) 
Excerpt pg 4 

This photo of its waste treatment tank was taken just 
months before it was closed in 2007. It was never in 
compliance on its discharge during the entire period.

After burning in 2002, Cavel was rebuilt to 
state-of-the-art standards in 2004. 

 
 

 
Entrails 
Excerpt pg 6 

 

Piles of organs, heads and other byproducts for 
which there was no market were simply spread 
on the ground and then covered with a thin layer 
of dirt. The ground remains infertile to this day.

At Natural Valley Farms (SK Canada) the 
situation was even worse.
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 Effluent  
               Excerpt pg 5 

Records show Cavel was in violation in 
every measure of its discharge

 
 

H. LIABILITY OUT WEIGHTS PROFITS 

Excerpt Page 7 

ÅIt was caught dumping blood from a tanker 
truck into and around the nearby river.

ÅIt used a lagoon system like that proposed by 
Unified Equine. It left behind 30,000,000 
gallons of untreated waste.

ÅIt killed half as many horses as Unified Equine 
proposes, yet generated 15,000,000 gallons a 
year in untreated waste.

Natural Valley was closed for health 
violations after 2 years.

The operation went bankrupt with 
losses of $42 Million!

 

 
























































