DRAFT PRESS RELEASE

Anti-Horse Slaughter State by State 

and

RIDE FOR LIFE 

Feb 19th 2005

Come Feb 19th Saturday to peacefully ride around the capitol bldg on (address), at 12:00 PM to demonstrate how Americans feel about their wild horses or any horses being sold for slaughter for human consumption.
Back Ground

The president has recently signed into law a rider attached to the appropriations bill which allows wild horses to be sold at auction to any buyer including meat buyers. Wild horses that qualify are those that are 10 yrs old or have been offered for adoption 3 times unsuccessfully.

This is on the heels of the Watershed restoration Act that was passed during this president’s first administration which allowed the BLM to round-up approximately half of the wild horses left. At first horse advocates were appeased by the lush green pastures they where held in to the tune of 30 Million dollars /yr with 16,000 wild horses. By the end of this yr it is said to be at 22,000 wild horses in holding pens.
The Questions; 

1. How many of these horses will be adopted, they are already a glut on the market?

2. Why are they being removed from their rightful territories on PUBLIC lands when cattle outnumber them by more than 100 to 1?

3. Why does the American government allow the sale of horses for human consumption when Americans don’t eat horses? 
4. When is the American 1958 Humane Slaughter Act ever going to be enforced? We already slaughter 48,000/yr here in the US. Many are conscious during this process.
5. When is the Federal Commercial Equine Transportation Rules in the Code of federal registry ever going to be enforced? (Horses going to slaughter in Mexico etc. receive no protection under this law currently)

6. With approximately 50,000 horses being shipped live to other countries for food for human consumption, how are they being slaughtered, why are there no laws to ensure they are being shipped humanely? Not to mention slaughtered humanely?
7. When the 1971 Free Roaming Wild Horse and Burro Act was passed, it had received more public support than any other issue besides ending the war in Vietnam. Why is the will of the American people being absolutely DENIED and IGNORED? 

8. LAST BUT NOT LEAST. When is Congress going to pass the American Horse Slaughter Prevention Act ?
We advocate the following alternatives:

1. Utilize these Wild Horses as a tourist attraction. This is not currently happening. They are NOT listed at our tourist information centers etc.

2. Federal buyout of “permits” for those ranchers who want to retire.

3.  An alternative energy program so that ranchers could ranch the abundant wind here as they now can in Texas. Our beautiful state is the second windiest state in the US.

4. End the millions of tons of Beef imports from South America which would help our Rainforests AND the ranchers here. The ranchers here could graze less and still make a living.

5. Birth Control of horses, or at the least, on foot walking round ups, in other than spring time.

6. Relocation to the other National Wild Horse Territories rather than sale/slaughter. 

For questions please call:
Your Name or Group and Number ie,
The Wild Horse Observers Assoc.  (WHOA) at 505-867-5228.

This protest is supported by groups including:

Law Firm XYZ
Animal Rescue XYZ

Veterinary XYZ

Animal Advocacy Group XYZ

Business XYZ
